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PROGRAM

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2026 
Ten o’clock in the morning

PROCESSION OF GRADUATES AND FACULTY

GRAND MARSHAL, FACULTY SPEAKER OF THE YEAR
Tyron Pope, Ed.D.

IONA UNIVERSITY PIPE BAND
 

PRESIDENT’S PLATFORM PARTY

MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
Tricia Mulligan, Ph.D.

NATIONAL  ANTHEM
Iona NightinGaels

ASL Performers
Leah Dennis, ’27 and Rosalinda Lemus, ’29

INVOCATION
Gerard Mulvey, O.F.M. Cap.

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS
Elizabeth Riccio, Class of 2026

PRESIDENT’S GREETING
Seamus J. Carey, Ph.D.

ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATES
D. Graham Burnett, Ph.D.

RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF THE GRADUATES
Krisna Rivera, Class of 2026

Michael Angarano, MBA Class of 2026



CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE
D. Graham Burnett, Ph.D.

PRESENTATION OF STUDENT LIFE AWARDS

PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC AWARDS

PRESENTATION OF HUGH McCABE AWARD FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

CONFERRAL OF ACADEMIC DEGREES

School of Arts & Science
Joseph Stabile, Ph.D.

Christina Carlson, Ph.D.
Tyron Pope, Ed.D.

Aaron Rosenfeld, Ph.D. 

Hynes Institute for Entrepreneurship & Innovation
Christoph Winkler, Ph.D.

Aakash Sapru, Ph.D.

LaPenta School of Business
Prof. John DeMelis 
Prof. Steven Jarmon
Prof. Laura Magliulo

NewYork-Presbyterian Iona School of Nursing & Health Sciences
Kavita Dhanwada, Ph.D.

Christina Orozco Nevers, Ph.D.
Christy Solorio, Ph.D.

IONA  ALMA  MATER
Iona NightinGaels

RECESSIONAL



Steven Abbate	
Angela Abraham	
Brooke Acker	

Summa Cum Laude
Jiles Addison	

Cum Laude
Chriss Aguilar	
Kosisochukwu Akametu	
Jack Allen	

Summa Cum Laude
Christina Apuzzo	
Nicholas Arcuri	
McKenna Arguien	

Cum Laude
Angelie Aucay	
Anna Ausanio	

Distinction
Natalie Aversano	
Abigail Babcock	

Summa Cum Laude
Jared Balcacer	
Nicholas Bambina	
Osvaldo Barragan	
Julia Barresi	

Summa Cum Laude
Brenden Barrett	
Cecelia Barrett	
Christopher Barros	
Robert Basel	

Cum Laude
Megan Basile	

Summa Cum Laude
Christian John Batoon	

Cum Laude
Bianca Bautista	
Aliya Bermudez	
Morgan Biesty	

Magna Cum Laude
Liroye Biyo	
Ryan Bobcombe	

Cum Laude
Charles Bohan	

Distinction
Ryno Botha	
Magnolia Bouhlev	
Jackson Burkhardt	
Arianna Burns	
Thomas Byrnes	
Eric Cabreja	

Cum Laude
Caitlin Cabrera	
Peter Cagnassola	
Emily Madeleine Calixte	
Jeffrey Campos	

Distinction
Nicholas Campos	

Christina Canalini	
Sabrina Cardenas	
Niamh Carey	
Luke Carpenter	
Jacob Casiano	
Joshua Castillo	
John Ceja-Zapata	

Cum Laude
Alyssa Colorio	
Emma Commisso	

Magna Cum Laude
Liam Connolly	
Stefany Cortez Castellanos	
Joseph Costanza	
Dylan Cousins-Abell	
Giancarlo Cruz	
Briyanna Davis
Mylani Davis	
Caleb Deane	
Kailynn Delgado	

Cum Laude
Alina Denaut	

Summa Cum Laude
Alyssa Diaz	
Debora Diaz	
Ryan Donohue	

Cum Laude
Michael Donovan	
Dariell Dopico	

Cum Laude
Christian Eastlake	
Reilly Edwards	
Ryan Ehtesham	
Bryce Elias	

Distinction
Melanie Emmet	
Alexandra Encarnacion	
Ulysses Espejo	
Amaya Evans	
Rachel Farias	

Cum Laude
Jack Farley	
Cayla Feighery Fletcher	

Distinction
John Fitzgibbon	
Genesis Flores
Justin Flores	
Juliene Gabriel	
Dahir Galeb	
Katelyn Galvin	

Cum Laude
Christopher Gambino	

Magna Cum Laude
Gabriely Garcia	
Christopher Gay	

Ryel Gayle	
Cum Laude

Keira Geoghegan	
Stavroula Georgakakis	

Summa Cum Laude
Lily-Katia Ghiglino	
Christopher Gierer	

Magna Cum Laude
Joseph Gierer	

Magna Cum Laude
Anna Gold	

Magna Cum Laude
Diego Gomez	
Fernando Gonzalez	
Amanda Graham	
Sydney Grassi	
Margaret Gray

Magna Cum Laude
Alexandra Graziosa	

Cum Laude
Alyssa Green	

Cum Laude
Lindsey Grove	

Summa Cum Laude
Thomas Guarino	

Distinction
Valeria Gudino Avalos	
Tiffani Guichardo Duran	
Jasmine Guizar	
Tayla Gunton	

Cum Laude
Emily Guzman	

Cum Laude
Krystal Haertter	

Cum Laude
Caitlyn Halloran	
Juliana Hauser	

Cum Laude
Benet Haxhijaj

Cum Laude
Emily Healy	

Summa Cum Laude
Kayla Healy	
Zaheira Hegazi

Cum Laude
Scarlet Hili	
Olivia Holfester	
Michael Homola	
Maximillian Hughes	
Jonathan Huntt	
Kendall Infantino	
Daniel Johnsen	
Gabriel Johnson	
Margaret Johnson
Syron Johnson	
Tyffany Johnson	

* Latin and Degree honors are based on the student’s latest completed term. Final status will be determined during certification by the Registrar’s Office *

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCE

Bachelor of Arts



Sophia Jordan	
Summa Cum Laude

Kya Joseph	
Shane Joyce	

Cum Laude
Benjamin Kennedy	
Nicole Kienle	

Distinction
Ava Koch	
Steven Komosinski	
Emily Kosakevitch	

Summa Cum Laude
Derek Kronkowski	
Zachary Kuttruf	
Isabella Lantigua	

Magna Cum Laude
Lulany LaPorte	
Sean Larson	
Clara Laudato	
Sebastian Lavina	
Nicholas Leo	
Walter Lopez Ordonez	
Aaron Lynch	
Emily Mahinka	
Lilly Maio	

Cum Laude
Amanda Mamaes	
Matias Mancheno

Distinction	  
Ricky Marcelino	
John Maroney

Magna Cum Laude
Kashmir Martin	

Cum Laude
Richard Martinez, Jr.	

Summa Cum Laude
Kylie McCue	
John McCullagh	
Emma McDermott	

Cum Laude
Colin McGee	

Cum Laude
Katie McNamara	
Emina Mehovic	

Cum Laude
Megan Melendez	

Cum Laude
Kristina Menta

Cum Laude
Jayden Mercado	
Sean Metcalf	
Ajdin Methoxha	
Savannah Mezzatesta	

Cum Laude
Eric Mincin	
Nicholas Mistretta	

Cum Laude

Ava Mogavero	
Distinction

Kareena Mohan	
Cum Laude

Ashely Mariea Moonsammy	
Catriona Moriarty	
Brendan Mulligan	
Mitchell Murphy	
Edward Musco	
Zoe Nash	
Nino Natsvlishvili	
Thomas Navarro	
Adrian Niksic	

Cum Laude
Alexander Novoa	
Julianna Obdyke	
Brooke O’Brien	

Magna Cum Laude
Christine O’Connor	

Cum Laude
John O’Keefe	

Cum Laude
Emily Oregel	

Summa Cum Laude
Adison Ortiz	

Summa Cum Laude
Christian Oseguera	
Anita Osmani	

Cum Laude
Austin Ospina	

Cum Laude
Sofia Osso	

Magna Cum Laude
Victor Palumbo	

Distinction
Marisa Pereira	

Summa Cum Laude
Julio Perez	
Omisha Persaud	

Distinction
Alexa Pimentel	
Genesis Pintos	
Angela Pirraglia	
Aisling Pitman	

Cum Laude
Derek Polanco	
Nicholas Polcini	
Rose Porter	

Summa Cum Laude
Ariel Posner	
Alexa Puoti	
William Quincy	

Cum Laude
Sabrina Quinones	
Lucas Quintana	

Cum Laude
Ashan Rahim	

Joseph Ramaglia	
Summa Cum Laude

Jillian Rampino	
Mario Razzaio	
Christina Recalde	

Cum Laude
Emma Resko	
Carla Reyes	
Elizabeth Riccio	

Summa Cum Laude
Victoria Righetti	
Krisna Rivera	

Cum Laude
Clare Robertsen	
Sabrina Rocco	
Damian Rodriguez	
Emily Rodriguez	
Ismari Rodriguez	

Summa Cum Laude
Jeremy Rodriguez
Kaitlyn Rodriguez
Karolyn Rodriguez	

Magna Cum Laude
Jon Ruiz	
Jenna Sagaria	
Michelle Salazar	
Elisa Sanderson	

Cum Laude
Susana Santana Figuereo	
Lucia Savasta	

Cum Laude
Katie Scanlon	
John Schaefer	

Summa Cum Laude
Devin Scherb	
Laila Shakir	

Magna Cum Laude
Andres Silva	
Hayley Smith	
Daniel Smyth	
Alexander Solivan	

Cum Laude
Gamze Sonmez	
Taina Soto	
Adriann Sotomayor	
Ethan Stewart	
Joseph Sullivan	
Samantha Taveras-Diaz	
Julienne Templeman	
Michael Thacke	
Nianna Thomas	
Yacouba Traore	
Luke Treat	
Maria Trimboli	
Lola Trujillo	
Mia Valle	

Distinction

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCE

Bachelor of Arts



CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCE

Bachelor of Arts

HYNES INSTITUTE FOR ENTRPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
Bachelor of Arts

Logan Andermanis	
Richard Christopher	
Brianna Fischer	  
Dana Grosvenor	
Yesenia Harris	
Brandon Hawkins	

Robert Heim	
Tristan Loyola	
Christian Lugo	
Braize Mitchell	

Distinction
Zhaire Moulterie	

Mathew Mountain	
Ambrose Pedre	

Magna Cum Laude
Aleksandar Slavkovic	

Cum Laude

Marcus Fakhoury	
Holly Farnan	

Cum Laude
Julia Finlay	

Cum Laude
Andrew Fogarty	

Cum Laude
Blessing Forson	
Nadine Jefremow	
Erin Leary	

Distinction
Alivia Lichtner	

Summa Cum Laude
Olivia May	
Layne McDonald	
Matthew Mischlich	

Cum Laude
Felicia Musser

Cum Laude
Alina Nawaz	

Magna Cum Laude
Yahir Orozco	
Giuliana Piarulli	

Magna Cum Laude
Cassandra Pinho	

Daniella Pricoli	
Cum Laude

Miranda Ramirez	
Cum Laude

Alisa Ramnarais	
Elizabeth Rayward	

Summa Cum Laude
Dianamarie Regalbuto	
Caoimhe Rodgers	

Cum Laude
Tristen Rosa	

Cum Laude
Peter Rosario	

Cum Laude
Jessica Said	

Summa Cum Laude
Jack Soldano	
Katelyn Taillard	
Brennyn Veit	

Magna Cum Laude
Avia Willis	
Matthew Woyksnar	
Meeya Yan	

Cum Laude

Madison Adams	
Mackenna Agosti	
Elizabeth Andersen	

Summa Cum Laude
Jovannie Avila	
Kathleen Bennett	

Summa Cum Laude
William Blancato	
Megan Bogue	

Cum Laude
Denem Brown	
Julia Burke	

Magna Cum Laude
Ashley Carneiro	
Jessica Caruso	
Andrew Catinella	
Jacqueline Ceja	
Vanessa Comitini	
Ava Corsetti	

Cum Laude
Jorge Delgado	

Magna Cum Laude
Isabella Diamantis	

Cum Laude
Jack Driscoll	

Bachelor of Science

Alexis Vanaria	
Anessa Varandas	

Cum Laude
Stephanie Varela	

Magna Cum Laude
Nicole Vene	
Danny Vigo	
Amanda Vorfi	

Cum Laude

Sofia Votto	
Olivia Wageman	

Cum Laude
Nathaniel Wales	

Summa Cum Laude
Maggie Wallace	
Molly Walsh	
Thomas Walsh	

Michael Walters	
Tyler Washington	
Hannah Werth	

Cum Laude
Cameron Woolley	

Summa Cum Laude
Jack Yioupis	
Shaniya Young	

Denver Anglin

Bachelor of Science



Christopher Abbate	
Cum Laude

Andre Acevedo, Jr.	
Cum Laude

Diego Aguilar	
Nabil Ali	

Cum Laude
Alessandra Aliberti	

Magna Cum Laude
Andrea Alvarez	
Paola Alvarez	

Cum Laude
Juan-Pablo Anaya Figueroa	

Cum Laude
Gerson Ancayan	

Magna Cum Laude
Dnasia Anglin	
Andy Ariza	
Jon Auyon	
Sarah Azeez	
Zachary Baldwin	
Matthew Bedell	
Victoria Biordi	
Matthew Blackwell	

Magna Cum Laude
William Bogenrief	
Malachi Branch	
Emma Brannigan	

Cum Laude
Taylor Brech	

Cum Laude
Wayne Brightly	
Brittania Brown	
Clifford Bussell	

Distinction
Jack Callahan	
Robert Camaj	
Angel Campoverde	

Cum Laude
Jack Carney	
Ethan Carpio	
James Cash	

Cum Laude
Alyssa Cashin	
Alessandra Chavez	
Melina Chiulli	
Michael Colasanti	
Aiden Coles	
Tristan Coles	
Cristian Colombo	
Jennifer-Lynn Colon	
Chase Cormier	
Ava Coyle	
Chasity Cozzolino	

Victoria Curreri	
Magna Cum Laude

Madison Curtis	
Sabryna Custodio	

Cum Laude
Rinesa Daci	
Jonathan Danialian	
Sebastian De La Haba	
Ava Jo DeGuara	
Dominique Del Vecchio	

Cum Laude
Francis DelGaudio	
John Paul Delvecchio	

Magna Cum Laude
Salvatore Demma	
Louis DeRitis	
Jamal Dervisevic	

Cum Laude
Andrew Diano	
James Diaz	
Mia DiPronio	
Kelsey Dunn	
Carlos Duque	
Michael Emiliano	

Summa Cum Laude
Steven Escamilla	

Cum Laude
Justin Etwaroo	
Kaelen Fagan	
Scott Fagan	
Zayna Fakhouri	

Magna Cum Laude
Daniel Falero	
Colin Ferguson	
Claudia Fiel Ferradas	

Distinction
Ethan Figueras

Cum Laude
Matthew Freni	

Cum Laude
Diamond Fresella	
Kayla Fusco	

Cum Laude
Liam Gaffney	

Cum Laude
Destiny Garcia	
Julissa Garcia	
Christina Geba	
Loukas Georgiou	
Denis Gjeci	
Tom Gjini	
Hope Glazer	

Magna Cum Laude
Evan Gralitzer	

Anthony Grant-Johnson	
Gianna Gruber	

Cum Laude
Alexandra Grycel	
Erick Guzman	

Cum Laude
Maliya Haddock	

Cum Laude
Jenna Handali	

Summa Cum Laude
James Haslbauer	
Jean Paul Henriquez	

Magna Cum Laude
Vanesa Hernandez	

Summa Cum Laude
Jack Huscher	

Magna Cum Laude
Allison Ibarra Oregel	
Guicella Jaramillo	
Rastko Jevdjovic	
Darin Jurado	

Summa Cum Laude
Laskarina Karampimperis	

Magna Cum Laude
Aiden Keane	

Cum Laude
Kevin Kennedy	
John Khader	
Camille King	

Cum Laude
Joyce Knowles	

Cum Laude
Jackson Kossow	

Distinction
Kayleigh Kraus	
Sean Krause-Huckleberry	

Distinction
Elizabeth Lancaster	

Magna Cum Laude
Michael Leiriao	
Tyler Lifrieri	
Daniel Lima Pinto	

Cum Laude
Christopher Lima	
Frank Liporace	
Arianes Lluberes	
Calogero LoManto	
Daniel Lopes	

Cum Laude
Vito Lopresti	
Korryn Lorenzoni	
Gregory Macagnone	
John Maguire	

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
LAPENTA SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Bachelor of Business Administration



Alexa Marciano	
Magna Cum Laude

James Marji	
Colin Martin	

Magna Cum Laude
Anthony McBride	
Eoin McCaffrey	
Finbar McClintock	
Sean McEnery	
Dylan McEntee	

Cum Laude
Jennifer McNamee	

Magna Cum Laude
Johanna Mejia	

Cum Laude
Anthony Molina	

Cum Laude
John Monaghan	
Nickolas Mora	
Maile Morales	
Grace Moreau	
Alexis Mullins	
Ilir Muratovic	

Magna Cum Laude
Emma Naeseth	

Cum Laude
Joshua Naranjo	
Christopher Newsome	
Caleb Nigusse	
Abraham Ocampo	
Corey Ochoa	
Tiffany O’Connell	

Cum Laude
Miguel Oliveros		
Daniel Ortiz	
Fijona Osmanaj	

Cum Laude
Aida Ouloul	
Jordan Overton	

Cum Laude
Mikel Palaj	
Vicky Pasto	

Cum Laude
Nicole Paternostro	

Cum Laude
Fernando Perez	
Timothy Perry	
Samantha Pierre-Jean	
Joseph Pignatello	
Victoria Pitaro	
Gabriel Pollon	

George Popovic	
Alex Preldakaj	
Lea Preston	

Cum Laude
Jaden Quintana	
Eri Ramirez	

Cum Laude
Samira Rauf	

Magna Cum Laude
William Razeq	
Yelissa Reinoso Rodriguez	
Killian Reynolds	

Cum Laude
Dylan Riccio	

Cum Laude
Liam Richardson	
Mahkai Richardson	
Nicholas John Rimaldi	

Cum Laude
Antonio Rivera	
Bruno Rivera Casadella	

Cum Laude
Hillary Rivera Flas	
Jose Rivera	

Cum Laude
Will Robinson	
Aidan Rodriguez	
Jake Rodriguez	
Jesse Romaine	
Katrina Roman	
Paul Romano	

Cum Laude
David Rosario	
Christopher Roses	

Cum Laude
Timothy Roses	
Michael Rufrano	

Distinction
Joel Sanchez	
Katherine Sarnes	
Coby Scanlon	
Christopher Schneider	
Zane Schoenberg	
Caleigh Schroeder	

Distinction
Yasser Sequeira Blandon	
Titina Servillo	

Magna Cum Laude
Sebastiano Silvio	

Cum Laude
Calle Sjoberg	

Distinction

Gianna Snyder
Magna Cum Laude

Paige Snyder	
Cum Laude

Jonathan Solano	
Noa Solorio	
Thomas Spillane	
Vincent Spoto
Adam Stark	
Lauren Sweeney	

Magna Cum Laude
Ariana Tamayo	
Bill Tenezaca Pinguil	
Leyla Terzi	

Magna Cum Laude
Owen Thomas	
Cristian Toschev	
John Trapani	
Ryan Travaglini	
Michael Trusso	
Ty Upton	
Elisa Vaher	
Nicole Valdez Romero	

Cum Laude
Marianne Vaniapura	

Cum Laude
Angelina Vasquez	

Cum Laude
Vada Lynn Venezia	
Julianne Ventimiglia	

Summa Cum Laude
Eddie Vera	
Gianna Vidal	

Cum Laude
Claudia Vieni	
Sarina Vietri	
Robin Vilhelmsson	
Emma Vukic	
Riley Wagner	
Jonathan Ward	
Jermaine Wright	
Michael Yamada	

Distinction
Morgan Yuengling	
Nicolette Zaffuto	

Cum Laude
Vincenzo Zappulla	

Magna Cum Laude
Ryan Zerka	
Anthony Zollo

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
LAPENTA SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Bachelor of Business Administration



Hailey Asencio	
Giovanna Barreiro	
Meghan Bernardy	

Cum Laude
Gabriella Bolduc	

Cum Laude
Elizabeth Carota	

Cum Laude
Evanthia Charalambous	
Anne Conners	

Magna Cum Laude
Adriana Cordero	
Sara DiGioia	
Alexa Doe	

Cum Laude
Grace Flood	

Cum Laude

Amelia Gordon	
Cum Laude

Hailey Guerrero	
Cum Laude

Courtney Hale	
Magna Cum Laude

Maeghan Hickey	
Magna Cum Laude

Carmine Hollopeter	
Summa Cum Laude

Allison Ingrassia	
Cum Laude

Abigail Jorge	
Cum Laude

LeAnn Keeler	
Cum Laude

Maria McAndrew	

Kerry Murray	
Grace Nestor	

Magna Cum Laude
Jenna Nukho	

Magna Cum Laude
Maeve Power	
Isabella Ruggiero	

Magna Cum Laude
Saundra Sallas	

Magna Cum Laude
Lorelei Teddy

Magna Cum Laude
Olivia Walters	

Cum Laude
Saige Winslow	

Summa Cum Laude

CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
NEWYORK-PRESBYTERIAN IONA SCHOOL

OF NURSING & HEALTH SCIENCES
Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Science

Joseph Andriano	
Cum Laude

James Balles	
Mary Beazely	

Magna Cum Laude
Kiera Bommer	
Lucie Brooks	
Chrisalyn Bulanadi	
Andrea Carpio	

Cum Laude
Melina Caviris

Summa Cum Laude
Antonio Cipollone	

Cum Laude
Madison Clauss	
Angelica Conca	
Diego Cuesta	
Mark Cursio	
Danjela Deda	

Cum Laude
Joanna Denion	
Isabella Dicine	

Summa Cum Laude
Kathleen DiFalco
Kelly DiFalco	
Marc Dubois	
Amanda Farrell	
Sabrina Faulkner	

Cum Laude
Samantha Forese	

Summa Cum Laude

Gabriella Fried	
Samantha Gold	

Cum Laude
Hannah Griffin	
Michelle Gualtiere	

Cum Laude
Kathryn Harrison	
Allison Hogan	

Cum Laude
Ava Hromin	
Caitlyn Israel	
Saif Khan	

Magna Cum Laude
Jocelyn Khoury	
Emily Koenig	

Cum Laude
Alina Kukielczak	
Christina Lachman	
Anna Le Solliec	

Magna Cum Laude
Xander Lorah	

Cum Laude
Madison Mancini	

Magna Cum Laude
Demitria Mantzaris	

Cum Laude
Gabriella Massari	
Jessica Mazzella	
Clodagh McGroary	

Magna Cum Laude
Erin McKinney	

Jackalyn Medina	
Distinction

Cassandra Midy	
Catherine Mitchell	

Cum Laude
Thalia Mojica	
Sasha Morales

Cum Laude
Misbah Munir	
Carly Neubert	

Magna Cum Laude
Sascha Newman	
Sofia Polzella	
Sara Quinn	
Joshua Ramnanan	

Magna Cum Laude
Jessica Ruiz	

Magna Cum Laude
Razan Saleh	
Olivia Shea	

Cum Laude
Camryn Stone	
Giana Teutonico	

Cum Laude
Lauren Tierney	
Rebecca Turley	

Summa Cum Laude
Brianna Vega	
Cadence Vizza

Magna Cum Laude



Elie Adler	
Gabriel Adler	

Honors
Zaria Brons-Bailey	
Liana Butt	

Honors
Fabrizio De Laurentiis

Honors
Nicholas DeFrancesco
Nicoletta DellaValle	
Peter DeMasi
Phardia Desir	
Christopher Ellis	
Lily Ellis
Rossalba Francisco
Xiaralis Freeman
Adrian Gomez	
Kathryn Graham	

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES
SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCE

Master of Arts

Erin Harrell	
Tobin Harris	
Brianna LaRusso	

Honors
Jules LeJamtel	
Yu Ning Liao	
Steven Mazza	

Honors
Allison Mejia
Ana Mejia Valdez	

Honors
Kayla Miller	
Jadalynn Millington	
Christian Mordi	
Namrata Panda	

Honors
Steven Pisacano
Jordan Providence	

Angelina Realbuto	
Honors

Daileny Rodriguez
Philip Ross
Kaltrina Rugova	

Honors
Michael Scotto	
Graham Smith	

Honors
Olivia Snow
Katrina Tugman	

Honors
Eduardo Virgil	
Jocelyn Wazolek
Rock Wilson	

Honors

Master of Science

Dante Daniels	
Robert Gerity	

Honors

Marcus Marinez	
Honors

Julia Moser	
Honors

Amine Mouadden	
Sean Rivera	

Honors

* Latin and Degree honors are based on the student’s latest completed term. Final status will be determined during certification by the Registrar’s Office *

Master of Science in Education

Gabriella Autiero	
Honors

Jenna Biskup	
Honors

Melanie Eriksen	
Honors

Neil Gordon	
Honors

Julia Hanrahan
Honors

Brianna Hauser	
Alexa Jaffe	
Skylar Jones	

Honors
Peter-Christian Kirchgaesser	
Grace Mullen	

Honors

Kimberly Perez	
Honors

Meghan Rothman	
Grace Solazzo

Honors
Joseph Tartaglia	

Honors



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES
SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCE

Master of Science in Teaching

Gabriella Bifulco	
Honors

Dawn D’Ambrosio	
Honors

Marissa DeMascio	
Lexix Fernandez	

Honors
Ava Ferro	

Honors
Alessia Gadero	

Honors
Stephen Hooks	

Honors
Kaitlyn Incandela	

Honors
Mery Jara	
Nicole Kassimatis	

Honors

Stacie Kinlen	
Honors

Alyssa Lombardi	
Honors

Sherley Louis-Jean	
Lauren Monk	

Honors
Michael Morrell	

Honors
John Navarra	

Honors
Megan Nolan	

Honors
Sirsha O’Day	

Honors
Lael O’Shaughnessy	

Honors

Elena Plousadis	
Honors

Juliana Poggioreale	
Christopher Poust	

Honors
Jael Rivera	

Honors
Alyssa Salerno	

Honors
Giovanna Scampone	

Honors
Michaiella Scipioni	

Honors
Clare Shanahan	

Honors
Stephen Wandabusi	

Honors
Shaquasia Watford

Advanced Certificate in Bilingual Extension in School Psychology

Lizbeth Amay
Rossalba Francisco

Xiaralis Freeman
Allison Mejia

Philip Ross

Advanced Certificate in Human Resources and Organizational Behavior

Cristina Bigaud	
Honors

Lucia Bleidner	
Honors

Chavis Conceicao	
Paige Delman	

Phardia Desir	
Kathryn Graham	
Camaron Green	
Erin Harrell	
Brianna LaRusso	

Honors

Jordan Providence	
Kaltrina Rugova	

Honors
Nicole Saverimuttu

Advanced Online Certificate in Cyber Crime and Prevention

Brendan Condon	
Honors

Liam Geer	

Cameron King	
Honors

Andrelys Payamps	

Kijanna Vanderburg	
Honors

Jacob Veczko

Advanced Certificate in Working with Deaf and
Hard of Hearing Children and their Families

Jael Rivera
Honors



Mia Andrews	
Honors

Michael Angarano	
Honors

Christopher Anthony	
Juan Arboleda Holguin	
Maame Esi Arhin	

Honors
Denita Avdija	
Sofia Banegas	
Naomi Hilda Barnwell	

Honors
Daniel Blake	

Honors
Chyanne Blakey	
Mariana Brisku	

Honors
Nicholas Caggiano	
Vincent Capria	

Honors
Elaine Carey	

Honors
James Carey	

Honors
Robert Carullo	
Sophia Casino	
Nina Cerna	
Ronak Chacko	

Honors
Yan Man Chan	

Honors
Ann Chiara	

Honors
Alejandra Civera Mayorga	

Honors
Roseanne Collado	

Honors
Douglas Conway	
Pedro Costa-DosSantos

Honors
Sherquan Dailey	

Honors
Sean Davis	

Honors
John DelPeschio	

Honors
Michael DeLuca

Honors
Aidan Doherty	
Timothy Dolan	

Loveth Egwuoko	
Christopher Eskierski	
Grace Forlenza	

Honors
Tonian Fullerton	
Alexander Garces	
Jocelyn Garcia Martinez	
Kervin Georges	

Honors
Eralda Gocaj	
Kenadie Gonzalez	

Honors
Andrew Govea	

Honors
Daniel Green	

Honors
William Harrington	
Connor Henderson	

Honors
Johnny Hernandez	

Honors
Michael Hesse

Honors
Dasha Hicks	

Honors
Azoulay Hodaya	
Edward Imm	
Christian Ivezaj	
Luke Jungers	
Elissa Kaplan	
Sania Khan	
Nicholas King	
Janitza Lally	

Honors
Tyler Lender	

Honors
Aaron Lin	

Honors
Eric Lui	
Anthony Madonna	

Honors
Ayden Mallegol	
Fotini Mavroudis	

Honors
Gerard Mazzella	
Emma McCabe	

Honors
Caitlin McCauley	
Audrey McMillin	
Jasmin Merchan	

Isabellah Middleton	
Otillia Miller	
Jonathan Mosquea	
Cristyan Nevers

Honors
Nick Nunez	
Thohid Ohiduzzaman	
Oluwawolemiwa Olusanya
Dimarie Pagoada	

Honors
Marina Panella	

Honors
Lazar Paroški	
Wilber Perla	
Peter Quinones	

Honors
Matthew Rankin	
Nicholas Rizzo	
Kayleen Robinson	
Lamin Sabally	

Honors
Marideleni Salcedo Garcia	

Honors
Joseph Samarneh	
Andrea Seedorf	

Honors
Abdullah Shahid	

Honors
Mergin Shehu	

Honors
Nicholas Spadafora	

Honors
Shayla Swanson	
Julia Tallent	
Corey Thomas	
Timothy Thomas	
Brian Turnyanszki	

Honors
Angela Virano	

Honors
Luksa Vlasic	
Yannik Vogel	

Honors
Shane Walpole	

Honors
Karryn Wieda	

Honors
Keshawn Williams	
Yiqueira Zapata Montero	
Dylan Zerafa	

Honors

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES
LAPENTA SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Master of Business Administration



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES
LAPENTA SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Advanced Certificate in Business

Advanced Certificate in Health Care Management

Mariana Brisku	
Honors

Nina Cerna	

Nicholas King	
Janitza Lally	

Honors

Julia Tallent	
Keshawn Williams

Riccardo Di Vincenzo
Honors

Storm Hollensted
Honors

Aitor Jorde
Honors

Christopher Morandi

Maya Todd McIntyre
Honors

Mia Andrews	
Honors

Tonian Fullerton
Matthew Rankin	

Maya Todd McIntyre

Advanced Certificate in Entrepreneurship & Innovation

Advanced Certificate in Business Continuity and Risk Management

Elaine Carey	
Honors

Roseanne Collado	
Honors

Douglas Conway	
Sherquan Dailey	

Honors
Andrew Govea	

Honors

Azoulay Hodaya	
Dimarie Pagoada	

Honors

Advanced Certificate in Marketing Analytics

Grace Forlenza	
Honors

Tonian Fullerton	

Marina Panella	
Honors

Sydney Zanca	
Honors

Dylan Zerafa	
Honors



Natalia Allahar	
Samantha Badal	

Honors
Sharnie Bennett	
Jermaine Bolton	

Honors
Kayla Bracer	
Zahabia Brainch	

Honors
Jolee Caro	
Rachel Carr-Repetti	
Kathleen Casey	
Maciel Castro	
Belen Chavez

Honors
Catherine Contreras	
Gabriela DiBenedetto	
Christina Frisella	

Honors
Sophia Gizzi	

Honors
Nicole Greaney	

Honors

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES
NEWYORK-PRESBYTERIAN IONA SCHOOL

OF NURSING & HEALTH SCIENCES
Master of Arts

Bridget Healey
Honors

Adam Johnson
Honors

Maritsa Kanes	
Noelia Lagos	
James Martin	
Lauren McCarthy	

Honors
Shaun McLean	
Gianna Nardi	

Honors
Grace Novak	
Baylee O’Donnell	

Honors
Alesandra Payne	

Honors
Leena Peloso	

Honors
Alyson Perna	
Kevin Reyna	

Honors

Jamie Rothenberg	
Honors

Lillian Sasso	
Honors

Gianna Scipioni	
Honors

Lilah Senger	
Nia Slaughter	

Honors
Mia Stroub	

Honors
Eva Sumlar	

Honors
Jaydee Taveras	
Irene Tejeda	
Olivia Torres	

Honors
Vincent Vazquez	

Honors
Kelsie Joy Weeks	
Mariam Yahuza	

Honors

Master of Science

Jennifer Albert	
Keilany Balbuena Santana	
Antonia Blanchett	

Honors
Kayla Boggs	

Honors
Liana Cabeza	

Honors
Gwendolyn Chen	
Honors
Patrick Daly	

Honors
Samantha Dawkins	
Annemarie DiPaolo	
Megan Dobrinski	
Devon Gabriel	
Carla Gatto	

Honors
Mara Gold	

Honors

Nicole Karmin	
Nicole Lloret Andrioli	

Honors
Theresa Mandile	

Honors
Grace Massaro	
Clare Meaney	
Julianna Miro	

Honors
Charity Monroe	

Honors
Chloe Morgan	

Honors
Caitlin Mulvey	
Geri Murphy-Cottrell	

Honors
Aleksandra Niedzwiecka	

Honors
Allison Oakley	
Nicholas Quaife	

Honors

Roshay Reid	
Teagan Richter	

Honors
Eileen Rivera Salas	
Vinni Philips-Sabnani	

Honors
Matthew Sassano	
Kassandra Scott	
Sophia Sideris	
Caitlin Smith	
Ginger Solis	

Honors
Nelly Sorto	

Honors
Joanna Szewczyk	
Kristin Treadway	

Honors
Sabrina Zibell	

Honors

Advanced Certificate in Working with Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children and their Families

Maciel Castro	
Gabriela DiBenedetto	

Bridget Healey
Honors

Maritsa Kanes	

Gianna Nardi	
Honors

Arianna Perez



Cardinal’s Award for Proficiency in Studies
Presented by the Archdiocese of New York

Stavroula Georgakakis

Rice Memorial Medal for Excellence
Presented by the Faculty of the School of Arts & Science

Megan Basile

Dr. Henry L. Logan Medal for Excellence in Science 
Presented by the Henry L. Logan Family

Elizabeth Andersen

Roth Memorial Medal for Excellence in
Business Administration

Presented by the Faculty of the LaPenta School of Business

Michael Emiliano

Iona Medal for Excellence in Business Administration
Presented by the Faculty of the LaPenta School of Business

Vanesa Hernandez

Iona Medal for Excellence in the
Social and Behavioral Sciences

Presented by the Faculty of the NewYork-Presbyterian
Iona School of Health Sciences

Isabella Dicine

DISTINCTIONS
Presented by the Division of Student Life

The Sullivan Award
Presented by the Division of Student Life to

the scholar who most clearly demonstrates the concerns of 
loyalty and scholarship characteristic of Iona graduates.

Sabryna Custodio

The Joseph E. Powell Award
Presented by the Division of Student Life to the graduate 

who exemplifies the high qualities of spirit, dedication,
and generosity which characterized Joseph E. Powell,

an Iona graduate.

Debora Diaz

The Julia Friedman Memorial Award
Presented by the Division of Student Life to an

individual who in daily life and activities has shown
great love and capacity for truth in dealing with others.

Krisna Rivera

The Mildred Squires Award
Presented by the Division of Student Life to an individual 

who clearly embodies the mission of Iona University and has 
shown great generosity, compassion and concern regarding 

the well-being of the student body. 

Emma Brannigan

AWARDS
BACCALAUREATE AWARDS

VALEDICTORIAN, CLASS OF 2026
The member of the senior class who has earned the highest cumulative average during four years

at Iona University. Since several students had the highest GPA, a task force of faculty and students
from across the University also examined other qualifications, such as breadth of studies,

commitment to the mission of the University, and campus involvement.

Elizabeth Riccio



AWARDS
BACCALAUREATE DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

School of Arts & Science

Arts Leadership.......................................................... Alyssa Green

Biology.............................................................Elizabeth Andersen

Biology..........................................................................Jessica Said

Chemistry.................................................................. Peter Rosario

Chemistry ACS Certified...........................................Holly Farnan

Computer Science.......................................................... Ryel Gayle

Criminal Justice..................................................Emma Commisso

Digital Media & Production.................................Elizabeth Riccio 

Economics..............................................................Victor Palumbo

Education............................................................ Kathleen Bennett

Education................................................................Alivia Lichtner

English....................................................................... Brooke Acker
	 Presented as the Raymond J. Porter Memorial Award

English..................................................................... Lindsey Grove
	 Presented as the William D. McGlone Memorial Award

History.......................................................................Megan Basile 

Mathematics................................................................ Julia Barresi

Mathematics.................................................... Elizabeth Rayward

Neuroscience.............................................................. Alina Nawaz

Political Science...............................................................Jack Allen

Psychology................................................................. Adison Ortiz

Public Relations ..............................................................Jack Allen

Public Relations ........................................................Alina Denaut

Sociology............................................................ Richard Martinez

LaPenta School of Business

Accounting................................................... Julianne Ventimiglia

Business Administration..................................... Michael Yamada

Business Analytics & Information Systems...............Dylan Riccio

Finance...................................................................Victoria Curreri

Finance ..................................................................... Liam Gaffney
	 Presented by the Financial Management Association

International Business............................................Jean Henriquez

Management.............................................................. Darin Jurado

Marketing...................................................................... Leyla Terzi

Hynes Institute for Entrepreneurship & Innovation

Entrepreneurship.................................................. Lauren Sweeney

NewYork-Presbyterian Iona School of Nursing & Health Sciences

Communication Sciences and Disorders............Isabella Ruggiero

Health and Wellness............................................ Giana Teutonico

Social Work............................................................... Xander Lorah
	 Presented as the Ron Federico Memorial Award

Social Work.............................................................Isabella Dicine



AWARDS
THE ROBERT SCHOENHERR MEMORIAL AWARD

This award is presented to the accounting graduates who have best demonstrated
academic achievement and humanitarian concerns.

Emma Brannigan

HONORS
HONORS PROGRAM

Daniel Thiery, Ph.D., Director

Brooke Acker
Mackenna Agosti
Elizabeth Andersen
McKenna Arguien
Sarah Azeez
James Balles
Julia Barresi
Christian John Batoon
Victoria Biordi
Matthew Blackwell
Ryan Bobcombe
Gabriella Bolduc
Emma Brannigan
Brittania Brown
Melina Caviris
Victoria Curreri
John Paul Delvecchio
Alina Denaut
Jamal Dervisevic
Debora Diaz

Marcus Fakhoury
Holly Farnan
Amanda Farrell
Matthew Freni
Christopher Gambino
Ryel Gayle
Stavroula Georgakakis
Christopher Gierer
Joseph Gierer
Fernando Gonzalez
Dana Grosvenor
Lindsey Grove
Zaheira Hegazi
Robert Heim
Allison Ingrassia
Daniel Johnsen
Kya Joseph
Shane Joyce
Darin Jurado
Joyce Knowles

Elizabeth Lancaster
Anna Le Solliec
Alivia Lichtner
Alexa Marciano
Richard Martinez
Colin McGee
Megan Melendez
Matthew Mischlich
Kareena Mohan
Ilir Muratovic
Alina Nawaz
Jenna Nukho
Brooke O’Brien
Fijona Osmanaj
Anita Osmani
Samantha Pierre-Jean
Cassandra Pinho
Lea Preston
Miranda Ramirez
Elizabeth Rayward

Killian Reynolds
Dylan Riccio
Elizabeth Riccio
Clare Robertson
Ismari Rodriguez
Karolyn Rodriguez
Jesse Romaine
Jon Ruiz
Jessica Said
Elisa Sanderson
Jack Soldano
Thomas Spillane
Lorelei Teddy
Lola Trujillo
Anessa Varandas
Brianna Vega
Hannah Werth
Matthew Woyksnar
Nicolette Zaffuto

THE GEORGE AND MARGARET PAPPAS MEDICAL
SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

An endowed scholarship given to a full-time senior accepted to a school of medicine or to a program in a related health science.
The scholarship award is a perpetual tribute to the many years of devoted service given to Iona University by Dr. & Mrs. Pappas.

Elizabeth Andersen

Elizabeth Andersen
Abigail Babcok 
Megan Basile
Kathleen Bennett
Emma Brannigan 
Melina Caviris
Alina Denaut

Holly Farnan
Ryel Gayle
Christopher Gierer
Joseph Gierer
Jean Henriquez
Jack Huscher 

Darin Jurado
Elizabeth Lancaster
Xander Lorah
John Maroney
Elizabeth Rayward
Elizabeth Riccio 

Jessica Said
Sebastiano Silvio 
Gianna Snyder
Giana Teutonico
Julianne Ventimiglia
Saige Winslow

DELTA EPSILON CHAPTER
OF DELTA EPSILON SIGMA

National Scholastic Honor Society
Sean D’Alfonso, Ed.D., Moderator



AWARDS
GRADUATE AWARDS

The John G. Hagan Award
for Academic Excellence

Presented by the Faculty of the LaPenta School of Business

Dimarie Pagoada

The Brother Joseph G. McKenna Memorial Award
for Academic Excellence

Presented by the Faculty of the LaPenta School of Business

Andrea Seedorf

GRADUATE DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS
School of Arts & Science

Computer Science................................................ Marcus Marinez

Criminal Justice............................................................Sean Rivera

Education...................................................................Sirsha O’Day

Education.......................................................Lael O’Shaughnessy

Educational Leadership.........................................Joseph Tartaglia

General-Experimental Psychology............Fabrizio De Laurentiis

Industrial-Organizational Psychology................Kaltrina Rugova

Sports Communication & Media.............................Graham Smith

LaPenta School of Business

Accounting.................................................... Nicholas Spadafora

Business Administration........................................ Vincent Capria

Business Analytics...................................................Yan Man Chan

Business Continuity and Risk Management.......... Andrew Govea

Financial Services............................................. Michael Angarano
	 Presented as the Irene Hammerbacher Memorial
	 Award in Financial Services

Financial Services......................................................Mergin Shehu
	 Presented as the Irene Hammerbacher Memorial
	 Award in Financial Services

Information Systems....................................................James Carey

Information Systems........................................................Aaron Lin

Management..........................................................Mariana Brisku
	 Presented as the Ursula Wittig-Berman Memorial
	 Award in Healthcare Management 

Management........................................................... Emma McCabe
	 Presented as the Ursula Wittig-Berman Memorial
	 Award in Management 

Management........................................................... Shane Walpole
	 Presented as the Ursula Wittig-Berman Memorial
	 Award in Management

Marketing..................................................................Mia Andrews
	 Presented as the Ernst Mendels Memorial
	 Award in Marketing 

Marketing Analytics...............................................Grace Forlenza

NewYork-Presbyterian Iona School of Nursing & Health Sciences

Communication Sciences and Disorders..............Vincent Vazquez

Marriage and Family Therapy.......................... Antonia Blanchett

Mental Health Counseling................................ Jamie Rothenberg

Nursing................................................................ Theresa Mandile

Occupational Therapy.......................... Aleksandra Niedzwiecka



The 2025-26 Faculty Awards are granted in recognition of a variety of areas including student and faculty research, 
integrated service-learning, service to the University, and innovation and excellence in teaching. The awards are 

sponsored by the President and the Chairman of the Board of Trustees. These awards were presented to the recipients 
during the Iona University Honors Convocation on Thursday, May 14, 2026.

AWARDS
FACULTY TEACHING AND RESEARCH AWARD RECIPIENTS 2026

HUGH McCABE AWARD FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
This award is presented annually to a member of the Iona University community whose dedication

and efforts reflect Iona’s commitment to educate persons for a just society and peaceful world.

Christiana Awosan, Ph.D.

The Brother William H. Barnes Memorial Award
for Service to the University

Presented to the faculty members who have 
demonstrated exceptional contributions to the University 

community as shown through leadership in areas 
ranging from faculty governance or administrative work, 
mentoring of student activities, sponsorship of University 
events, to initiation of new service projects for students, 

faculty, and other members of the University community.

Kathleen Kristian, Ph.D.

The Brother William B. Cornelia
Distinguished Faculty Award

Presented to the faculty member who is distinguished as 
a teacher-scholar as documented through student-and-

peer-teaching evaluations and scholarly output.

Derese Kassa, Ph.D.

The Irene Hammerbacher
Outstanding Faculty Research Award

Presented to the faculty member whose achievements 
in research, scholarship, or creative expression have 
had significant critical reception and are recognized 

nationally or internationally.

Helena He, Ph.D.

The Brother Arthur Loftus
Outstanding Student Research Award

Presented to the faculty member who has actively 
engaged in research and/or scholarly activity with 

undergraduate or graduate students.

Jeffrey Schriber, Ph.D.

The Catherine McCabe Award for
Innovation & Excellence in Teaching

Presented to the faculty member who has demonstrated 
exceptional teaching skills, recognized concern for 

students and colleagues and sensitivity to the mission of 
the University, and a commitment to high standards of 

professional and personal life.

Rachana Umashankar, Ph.D.

The Brother Richard B. Power Award for
Integrating Service-Learning into the Classroom

Presented to the faculty member who has demonstrated 
excellence in teaching that includes the integration of 
innovative approaches to service-learning, or notable 

collaboration with faculty outside their department for 
incorporating service-learning beyond the classroom.

Aakash Sapru, Ph.D.

FACULTY SPEAKER OF THE YEAR
The Faculty Speaker of the Year is nominated by the Iona community and selected by a

diverse group of faculty and students. The Faculty Speaker of the Year must be a full-time
member who has a distinguished record of teaching and scholarship.

Tyron Pope, Ed.D.



HONORARY DEGREE

D. Graham Burnett, Ph.D.

Graham Burnett is Henry Charles Lea Professor of History at Princeton University. An 
accomplished historian of science and a writer/editor working at the intersection of scholarship 
and the creative arts, he is both a deeply trained and an unconventional humanist who has 
become a prominent voice in diagnosing our crisis of attention and detailing ways to address it.

Born in France, Burnett has had a distinguished academic career. He graduated from Princeton 
in 1993 as salutatorian and as recipient of the Pyne Prize. He completed a Ph.D. in the History 
and Philosophy of Science at Cambridge University. Among other distinctions, he has been 
a Marshall Scholar, a Guggenheim Fellow at the Bard Graduate Center in New York City, 
a Mellow Fellow in the Humanities at Columbia University, and an inaugural fellow of the 
Center for Scholars and Writers at the New York Public Library.

His many publications have explored an expansive range of interests and attest to the breadth 
of his intellectual curiosity: the history of natural history and the sciences of the earth and the 
sea from the seventeenth through the twentieth centuries, including cartography, navigation, 
oceanography, and ecology and environmentalism. 

His academic inquiry into the science and the business of attention measurement over the 
past century has fueled his public engagement with the issue and consequences of “human 
fracking”—the means by which highly networked, extractive technological platforms combine 
with addictive devices to exploit our attention and diminish our presence in the world and the 
resonance of our experience.

His pioneering work with the Friends of Attention collective, and its manifestation in the 
programs of the Strother School of Radical Attention, have brought the idea of “attention 
activism” to a national audience, coalescing around the idea that reclaiming human attention 
from the forces of the digital economy is a matter of the highest political, ethical, and 
educational import.

Over the past two years, the involvement of Dr. Burnett and his colleagues at the Strother 
School with the Iona community has challenged us to think deliberately and creatively about 
how we engage with one another and with our own inner selves. He has spoken eloquently 
on our campuses about how the ideas of presence and liberation at the heart of his attention 
vocation have deep roots in Catholic intellectual and spiritual traditions.

At its 2001 commencement ceremony, Iona awarded an honorary degree to Claire L. Gaudiani, 
celebrating her distinguished service as president of Connecticut College, noting her success 
in modeling how—in her words—institutions could be not only “think-tanks,” but also “do-
tanks.”  It seems fitting that, twenty-five years later, Iona recognizes in Dr. Gaudiani’s son, 
Graham Burnett, the same ideal it honored in his mother: a dedication to “fashioning a new 
symbiosis between learning and living that demonstrates the continued worth of the liberal 
arts” in educating citizens and building community. 

Accordingly, Iona University hereby confers upon D. GRAHAM BURNETT  the degree of 
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa.



Karen Abbruzzese ’93
Lucille Bootman ’17
David P. Brown ’79, ’07MBA
Seamus Carey, Ph.D.
Ronald M. DeFeo ’74, ’13H
Michael Doheny
Andrew J. Dolce ’57, ’19H
Dan Doyle ’93
Michael P. Hegarty ’66
James P. Hynes ’69, ’01H
Eileen Ivers ’87, ’19H
Monique (Robenson) Jean, Esq. ’00
John C. Judge ’71
Al Kelly ’80, ’81MBA, ’19H
Robert V. LaPenta ’67, ’00H
Bartley F. Livolsi ’70, ’74MBA

IONA UNIVERSITY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2025-2026

Phillip N. Maisano ’76MBA
Cathy McCabe ’85
Ed McNally ’78
Bob Mehmel ’84
Joseph M. Murphy Jr.
Vincent Parise ’00
Stephen V. Reitano ’72, ’75MBA
Peter G. Riguardi ’83, ’16H
Eric L. Robinson, Ph.D.
Armando C. Rodriguez Jr. ’86
Matt Schnaars
Karen Seitz ’84
Margaret (Maggie) Timoney ’89, ’92MBA, ’23H
Raymond J. Vercruysse, CFC, Ed.D., ’77
Brian M. Walsh, CFC, ’67
Lawrence I. Wills ’82

THE IONA UNIVERSITY MACE

The academic scepter or mace is used in Iona University official ceremonies including commencement, 
honors convocation and presidential inaugurations. A vestige of medieval times, the mace was once 
a weapon designed to keep order among ranks and protect rulers. Now, it serves as a symbol of 
governing authority while pointing to the peaceful, dignified service of its institution.  Serving as the 
Ceremonial Mace Bearer is an honor bestowed upon a member of the Iona University faculty annually.

Commissioned by Iona University’s sixth president, Br. John ‘Jack’ Driscoll, the current Iona Mace 
was designed by longtime Iona faculty member and artist, Br. Kenneth F. Chapman in 1989, in honor 
of Iona’s fiftieth ‘Jubilee’ anniversary. With a stunning gold cross at its center, Br. Chapman has 
noted that his design was inspired by the Light of Christ (“The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:5) and by the light of the torch of New York’s Statue of Liberty 
as a symbol of how education enlightens the mind, creating paths to freedom and liberty.  

The creation of Iona’s Mace was made possible by the generous contributions of Iona benefactors 
Jack and Susan Rudin.

ACADEMIC CORDS

Distinction - (3.50 or higher).......................................................................................................................Maroon
Cum Laude - (3.50 or higher)...................................................................................................... Maroon & Navy
Magna Cum Laude - (3.75 or higher)............................................................................................. Navy & Silver
Summa Cum Laude - (3.90 or higher).............................................................................................Navy & Gold
Graduate Honors................................................................................................................Maroon, Gold & Navy 



Iona University
Mission Statement

Iona University is a caring academic community,
inspired by the legacy of Blessed Edmund Rice and the

Christian Brothers, which embodies opportunity, justice,
and the liberating power of education.

Iona University's purpose is to foster intellectual inquiry,
community engagement, and an appreciation for diversity.

In the tradition of American Catholic Higher Education,
Iona University commits its energies and resources to the

development of graduates recognized for their ethics,
creativity, and problem solving abilities; their independent

and adaptable thinking; their joy in lifelong learning;
and their enduring integration of mind, body, and spirit.

(Adopted May 2, 2012)



IONA ALMA MATER
Iona, Alma Mater,

Hail, all hail, to thee!
We raise a cry to glorify

Thy name where’er we be.
To thee we owe allegiance;

Abroad we spread thy fame;
Throughout the world we praise thee,

Proud to bear thy name.

Great Columba, trusted patron
Guide Iona year by year.
Founder of the first Iona,

Sing we now in accents clear:
Iona, Alma Mater,

On high thy glories soar;
Ionians go forth again

To praise thee evermore.

__ G.P. Lyons, CFC
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